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Background & Context 

- Eco-Schools (Green-Schools) started in Ireland in 1997 
 
 In 2016  
-3,800 schools participating in Ireland (>95% of all schools in Ireland) 
- 3,000 schools with Green Flags (75% of all schools in Ireland) 
- Equates to over 800,000 students & teachers 
- Schools operating themes of: 

- Litter & Waste  
- Energy  
- Water  
- School Travel 
- Biodiversity  
-Global Citizenship 

- National Operator – 30 full time staff (20 on the Green-School Travel Theme) 
- Long-term Operational & Institutional Partnerships with Local Authorities, Government 
Agencies, Government Departments, Corporate Funders 
-Programme has also successfully developed in the 3rd Level Sector 









Waste per capita per day Values
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47 schools; Total School Population – 11,300 students & teachers 



2000-2001 Comparative (Paired) 
;n =1,300 students surveyed (650 GS/650 NGS); 36 schools 
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Environmental Behaviour 

'Do you drop litter on the ground?'
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'Do you take part in local environmental 

projects?'
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Environmental Behaviour 

'Do you try to save tap water?'
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'D o  yo u  tu rn  o ff th e  lig h ts  w h e n  le a vin g  a  

ro o m  fo r a  s h o rt tim e ? '
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Frequency distribution plot of behaviour scores
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Opinion Leadership 

'D o  yo u  e n c o u ra g e  o th e rs  to  b e  m o re  

e n viro n m e n ta lly  frie n d ly '
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Opinion Leadership 

Frequency Distribution of Opinion Leaderhsip 
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Information about the environment
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Electricity Usage Difference Pre- & Post- (Bench Mark) 

Data from Applications 
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Water per capita per day before and after ES intervention (Bench Marked) 

Data from Applications 



Thematic KPI’s 2016 (>500 schools data; 2009-2015) 
 
• Waste Reduction – 40g per capita per school day;  

• 7.65 kg per capita per school year  
• 45-50% reduction 

 
• Electricity Reduction – 0.3 kWh per capita per school day; 

• c.50 kWh per capita per school year 
• 18% reduction  

 
• Heating Oil – 4 litres per capita per year 

• 2% reduction 
 
• Gas – 87 kWh per capita per year  

• 13% reduction 
 
• Water – 5.5 litres per capita per school day;  

•1m3 (1,000 litres) per capita per year  
•30% reduction 

 
• Transport Fuel- 5 litres per capita per year. 
 
 



Theme Performance (2013-2014 school year) Economic Saving/(euro) 

Waste 11,000 tones diverted from landfill (0.18 euro per kg) 1,980,000 

Water 300,000,000 litres saved (2 euro per m3) 600,000 

Transport 500,000 litres of transport fuel saved (1.5 euro per litre) 750,000 

Energy Electricity, Gas & Oil Savings  4,619,000 

Total 7,949,000 



Participant Evaluation 





 

Country Perception Score (S1) 

Israel (YRE-LL) 0.51 

France (YRE-LL) 0.55 

Netherlands 0.61 

Scotland 0.63 

Wales  0.67 

Australia 0.67 

Canada (YRE-LL) 0.68 

USA 0.75 

Northern Ireland 0.76 

Lithuania 0.77 

Czech Republic 0.77 

Poland 0.80 

Cyprus 0.81 

Croatia 0.82 

Slovakia (YRE-LL) 0.83 

Spain 0.84 

Bulgaria 0.85 

China 0.86 

Greece 0.87 

Puerto Rico 0.88 

Romania (YRE-LL) 0.89 

Kenya 0.89 

Mexico 0.90 

South Africa 0.93 

 



Implications 



Implications 




