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• Established in 1981, the Foundation for Environmental Education (FEE) is
one of the world's largest environmental education organisations

• Over 100 member organisations in 81 countries.

• Our educational programmes, Eco-Schools, Learning about Ecosystems and
Forests (LEAF), Young Reporters for the Environment (YRE) and the recently
formalized Eco-Campus, empower young people to create an environmentally
conscious world through a solutions-based approach.

• Our Green Key and Blue Flag programmes are globally recognised for
promoting sustainable business practices and the protection of natural
resources.

Who we are…



Over 30 years, the Eco-Schools programme has grown 
into one of the largest educational networks 
championing Education for Sustainable Development 
(ESD) and Climate Change Education across the globe. 

What is Eco-Schools?
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Delivering GreenComp domains of:

• Values & ethics; 

• Embracing complexity; 

• Envisioning sustainable futures; 

• Acting for sustainability



WWW.ECOSCHOOLS.GLOBAL

Take our free short course to learn more:



The need for Global Mobilisation: 

• If it is not in the curriculum, it is not 
examined.

• If it is not examined, is it important?

• Congruence matters – what we say 
must equate with what we do!



FEE’s 10-year strategy, GAIA 
20:30, aims to empower people 
to take climate action, protect 
biodiversity, and reduce 
environmental  pollution through 
ESD in collaboration with our 
members and partners 
worldwide.

Addressing the Triple 
Planetary Crisis...



Built on a Whole Institution 
Approach, GEP drives 
transformation across four 
pillars: 

The Roadmap to 
Greening Education (1)

FEE is proud to support UNESCO as 
co-coordinator of Pillar One on 
Greening Schools and coordinator of 
the Higher Education working group. 
Both YRE and Global Action Days are 
recommended best practice for Pillar 
Four.



Built on a Whole Institution Approach, GEP drives 
transformation across four pillars: 

The Roadmap to Greening Education (2)

All countries will have 
adopted a green 

school accreditation 
scheme with at least 

50% schools, colleges, 
and universities with 
green accreditation 

and operating 
sustainably by 2030.

The number of 
countries which 
include climate 

education in school 
curricula at the pre-
primary, primary and 
secondary levels will 
have at least doubled 
from the current 45% 

by 2030

All countries will be able 
to report at least three 
different ways learning 
opportunities are made 

available for adults 
outside the formal 

education system to 
develop the skills, 

attitudes, and actions that 
will foster community 

resilience to tackle climate 
change by 2030.

All school leaders and 
at least one teacher 
per school will have 
been trained on how 
to integrate climate 

education into 
teaching and learning 
throughout the school 

by 2030.
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The earth’s 
average global 
temperature

has risen by 1.4°C, 
with most of the 
warming occurring 
in the past 35 
years.

Around half of the 
100 countries 
reviewed

had no mention of 
climate change in 
their national 
curriculum, UNESCO 
findings reveal.

While 95% of 
surveyed primary 
and secondary 
teachers

felt that teaching 
climate change is 
important, less than 
30% expressed a 
readiness to teach it.

70% of young 
people cannot 
explain climate 
change

or can only explain 
its broad principles, 
or do not know 
anything about it.

The Target:

Education Challenge 6.1
Integrate ecosystem 

restoration education into 
global education by 2030



In Europe: 
• 94% of EU citizens say that protecting the environment 

matters personally to them.
• Six in 10 young people globally are “very” or 

“extremely” worried about climate change.
• Many young people consider that education and 

training is failing to prepare them to tackle climate 
change, protect the environment and live and act more 
sustainably.

• 3 in 4 respondents to the EU Commission’s public 
survey ranked education and training as the most 
important sector to help people understand and take 
action on climate change and the environmental crises.



‘Education confronts a dramatic triple crisis: a crisis of equity and inclusion, as millions are out of 
school; a crisis of quality, as many of those who are in school are not even learning the basics; and 
a crisis of relevance, as many educational systems are not equipping the new generations with the 

values, knowledge, and skills they need to thrive in today’s complex world’.

UN Secretary General, Antonio Guterres, Transforming Education Summit, Sept 2022

As well as the Triple 
Education Crisis...



Figures from Rare-GEF_Science-of-changing-behavior-introduction.pdf

Behaviour Change Crisis
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Working to achieve global agendas for 
ESD and Quality Education by 2030 

SDG 4.7 Quality Education: 
Ensuring all learners gain 
knowledge and skills to promote 
sustainable development.

SGD 13.3 Climate Action: 
Enhancing education, awareness 
and capacity on climate change 
mitigation and adaptation.
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driving Greening 
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schools and whole 
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FEE’s GREENING EDUCATION IMPACT IN 2025

Over 52,500 schools globally working on the GEP aligned Eco-Schools Seven
Steps in 79 countries with schools in a further 22 countries being directly
supported by FEE HQ.

Over 50% of schools have already adopted the Eco-Schools programme in 7
countries (Malta, Mauritius, England, Northern Ireland, Scotland, Wales and
Ireland)!

214 higher education institutions in 24 countries are working to integrate ESD
in a whole institution approach via Eco-Campus.

Young Reporters for the Environment (YRE) featured as a best practice for Greening 
Communities with 300,000 young people taking local action in 43 countries. 

Global Action Days is also featured as a best practice for Greening Communities with 
664,000 participants from 4,390 settings across 145 countries taking part.  

50%



GLOBAL PROGRESS FOR GEP IN 2026



Education Challenge 6.1
Integrate ecosystem 

restoration education into 
global education by 2030

Partnering global agendas for ESD and 
Quality Education by 2030 

FEE is proud to support UNESCO as co-coordinator of Pillar One on Greening Schools and coordinator of the Higher Education working Group

FEE’s 10-year strategy, 
GAIA 20:30, aims to 
empower people to take 
climate action, protect 
biodiversity, and reduce 
environmental pollution 
through ESD in collaboration 
with our members and 
partners worldwide.



GREENING EDUCATION IN PORTUGAL 
FOR THIRTY YEARS! 

Established in 1996 the Eco-Schools programme in Portugal has 2,254 out of
10,000 schools registered on the Eco-Schools programme – almost 25% of the
GEP Pillar One target!

66 Higher Education Institutions are working to integrate ESD in a whole 
institution approach via Eco-Campus

Global Action Days 2025: 19,815 participants from Portuguese kindergartens, 
primary and secondary schools and universities took part in 5 actions linked to 
Ecosystem Restoration

YRE Global Competition winners: 2nd Place in the One Take Photo Category with 
'Controlling the Ice Plant at Fursdouro Beach’; 3rd Place in the Photo Story Category 
with ' Scouts Plant Trees for a Sustainable Future







GLOBAL
ACTION
DAYS

Reach your national GEP targets with FEE

Handbooks and 
resources

Aligned scheme 

with 30 years 
experience in 

fostering a whole-
school approach 

with internationally 
recognised Green 
Flag standard of 

Excellence in ESD

Global Community 
of Practice

Best practices for 
Greening 

Communities


